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Introductions

* Poet & writer
* Career in software/technology
* Blogging, website and social media experience
* Niche business
* Volunteer causes/non-profits
* Personal blogging on my own site and in a creative group
* Social media “success” in business niche

e Twitter
e Linked In



Caveat

There are so many options:
* There’s no way this presentation can be complete!

* Do what works for you!



Ways To Have A Web Presence

Social media
or one page
website

Facebook

Strikingly

Traditional WebSi_t%With
blog * or without
blog

WordPress.com Weebly
WordPress.org

Blogger

Various tools
Tumblr Squarespace

<

|  More cost / Varied in difficulty




What Is A Blog?

* Derived from the words “web log”
e Asanoun, itis awebsite that consists of discrete entries
called “posts”
* Often displayed in reverse chronological order
e (Often allows comments, other interaction
 May include links, ads, shopping, and all manner of
features through “widgets”
* Typically created using web-based publishing tools
* Also used as verb, “to write a blog (post)”



Hosting Vs. Domain Registration

 Imagine renting the space where you live. That's hosting - the
space that your page(s) physically occupy on a server
somewhere.

* Imagine that in order to tell someone where you live, you
could only use latitude and longitude. That’s inconvenient,
right?

A domain registration gives you an easy-to-remember
“address” for your web page(s). THIS IS OFTEN (and
preferably) SOMETHING YOU SET UP AND PAY FOR
SEPARATE FROM YOUR HOSTING.




| [f You Use Free Hosting...

Your domain name will likely reflect that

johndoewriter.wordpress.com

johndoewriter.blogspot.com

johndoewriter.tumblr.com

johndoewriter.weebly.com

e But wouldn’t you like to be johndoewriter.com?



Beware Registering Your Domain
Through Your Hosting Company

(Pause for a cautionary tale.)




When You Register Your Domain...

 Be aware you can specify several different contacts:

* Organization Contact - the registrant, or legal owner of the domain name. An
individual or an organization.

 Admin Contact - receives notifications regarding the domain name expiration
and must approve any transfers for the domain name. This is also the contact
listed with the Whois database unless Direct Privacy is enacted.

* Technical Contact - responsible for maintaining and updating the DNS name
servers associated with the domain name. This is info you get from your hosting
company.

 Billing Contact - responsible for accounting issues associated with the domain
name, including payment for the domain name’s license and renewals.



When You Register Your Domain...

 Know when your domain registration expires, and
renew before that date!

(Pause for another
cautionary tale.)




Field Studies
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Poet & Writer, Tech Advism;; Kdvocate in Tennessee

@ Visit my website

"When | was young | wanted to go to the moon / but I've
only made it to Milwaukee," begins my poem So Long to
the Good Old Moon. The poem reflects much of my life's
philosophy about love and finding contentment in life -

even when things don't work out quite like you planned.

As my poem suggests, | wanted to be an astronaut when
| was young. Unfortunately, that dream died due to my
remarkable nearsightedness. But | also wanted to be a
teacher, a country music singer, an architect, and... well,
something different each day of the week.

Field Study: about.me

Creative Work

HEAVEN WAS THE MOON - Poetry from March Street
Press

DECENT PAN OF CORNBREAD - Spoken word and roots
music CD with Kelsey Wells

"Really Good for a Girl" - Lead essay in SHE'S SUCH A
GEEK

Winner of the 2016 HeartWood Broadside Series and
twice a finalist for the Rash Award for Poetry, my work
appears in print and online publications including
ASCENT, CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR, DEEP SOUTH
MAGAZINE, LITERARY MAMA, POEM, THE SOUTHERN
POETRY ANTHOLOGY, UNSPLENDID, and many others.

Read more of my work online.

WORK EDUCATION
Mentor, MTSU Write Middle Tennessee State
University - B.5., M.5.

PO6GOO



Field Study: WordPress by a Pro
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The Age of Desire

The Age of Desire brings to life one of our most
beloved writers, Edith Wharton, whose own story
was as complex and nuanced as that of any of the
heroines’she created
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Field Study: WordPress by a Writer
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Field Study: Weebly

Jeff Hardin Jeff Hardin

e

aadin:

asha Trethewey: “Gesture of a Woman-in-Process” soff Hardinis professor of
01122014 JCEATTETE engwish 3t Colombia Stats

Community Collage In
Columbia, TN. He is the
author of two collections
of postry, Fall Sanctuary
(Nicholas Roarich Prizs
2004) and Notes for o

ok {Raar Press.

| think | was born to live a boisterous life /in the early hours rejoicing... Proice o

203). Hs third collection,
Restoring the Nasrative
received the Donald Jstice
Prize and will 3ppear In
2ns

Cremte u ree wuzsie wen faacld

Archives




Field Study:
Blogger

THE ALCHEMIST'S KITCHEN

Poetry, Travel, andfthe:Creative Writing Life

Poetry Lovers Here: Sign-up Now for the Big
Poetry Giveaway 2014 X 3

I'm happy to be participating in this year's craative event
which sends poetry into the hands of the people (worldwide).
Thanks to my friend, Kelli Russell Agodon for curating this
year's Big Poetry Giveaway. I was the curator last yearand I
know how much time it takes to organizs this.

Nancy Pearl
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Field Study: Tumblr

JOHN GREEN'S TUMBLR
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Field Study: Tumblr
o

FROM THE SPIRAL NOTEBOOK

ON'ARITING, POETRY. BOOKS, BLUEGRASS AND OLO-TIME MUSIC, UFE IN THE SOUTH, FAITH, AND MORE. VISIT MY BLOG OUR LADY OF THE SPIRAL NOTESCOX

HOME / ARCHIVE

>
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% ) s hias “Men will chase b3y cows.” More
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d'Orsay, where we saw many famous 19th century paintings - my
favorite, Renaoir, plus Monet, Manet, Van Gogh and more. Tomorrow we
will be on the high speed train to Amsterdam and | hope to be able to
write and post more (wifi on the train, supposedly).

3 YEARS AGD | O NOT!

PHILOSOPHY. BE YOU
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What have we learned?

* (Good graphics make a difference

 Good templates make a difference

 What your site looks like on a
mobile device is important

D
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Three Keys

Strategy

Philosophy Technology



Why Blog? Maybe You...

* have a publisher who says you need to blog

* have something- a book, an event, a cause,
a product or service, etc. - that you want to promote

* want to build an audience or better connect with the
one you have

* are a SME * - * Subject Matter Expert or Subject
Matter Enthusiast

* want a blog to share as a scrapbook or journal of
sorts



Why Blog? Maybe You...

* view a blog as a way to make you a better writer
and/or a writing outlet you truly enjoy

 want your blog to serve as your website

* have more to say than what you can say in a Facebook,
Twitter, or [insert your favorite social media here]
post



Why Blog? Maybe You...

* have more to say than what you can say in
a Facebook, Twitter, or [insert your
favorite social media here] post

* want to “control the conversation” about
you, or contribute to the conversation
about topic(s) you especially care about



For
blogging

Drives site traffic and
awareness

Makes you the expert

Can generate
opportunities

Can make you more
disciplined and/or
creative

Against
blogging

Can interfere with your
real writing

Takes time away from
other things

There’s a lot of noise
out there

You have to promote it




Blog And Social Media Strategy
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Strategy #1-3

Have a specific focus or theme(s) *
Have an editorial calendar

Include photos

* (Give your photo captions

* Consider adding “watermark”

* C(Credit your photos

* (Consider other media as well




Strategy #4

Remember you're writing for the web:
* (Give your posts a catchy but not too long title
600 words, plus or minus a few hundred
* Shorter paragraphs
* Bullet points
* Link to other blogs, websites in your posts
* Include calls-to-action when appropriate




Strategy #5

Remember it’s a social world:
 Have an email list
* Share your posts on social media
* Invite guests to post
 Encourage comments, reply to comments, make
comments yourself on other blogs
* (Consider hot topics - take risks
 Have a generous spirit



Strategy #6

Take full advantage of blogging & social media
technology
* “Tag” your posts
* Setyour URL naming scheme to reflect post titles
and/or keywords
* Schedule your posts ahead of time if that helps
you be more productive
 Read and use your blog stats



Technology Costs

Except...




Technology Costs

Be aware of ads
*  WordPress.com “No ads” option - $30/yr
* Blogger - AdSense may be an option to display
targeted ads



Technology Costs

Possibly pay for

* Themes

* Priority support
* Extra features



Technology Tools
URL with title or keywords:

http://korywells.com /2013 /11 /sharing-for-veterans-day-a-poem-by-a-pow//

Kory Wells

—— Using tags:

Oo Lo oS ole Sl ek

Yousmhem e Eax

Sharing for Veteran's Day: A Poem by a POW | £ ]in}

2033 57 GORY * L2ave & COMMENT

St FILED UNDER.: POETRY, RECENT NEWS * TAGGED WITH: POEM, POW, VETERANS DAY, VIETNAM

sovemsea iz
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http://thegardenbench.wordpress.com/2014/03/29/daffodils-may-be-too-crowded-to-bloom/

Technology Tools
* Backups!

Google WordPress.com backup or Blogger backup, etc.
* Email lists

MailChimp, VerticalResponse have free options



Technology Tools

* News and keyword monitoring
* Google Alerts
 Social media dashboards, buffers, etc.
* HootSuite, Buffer, MediaFunnel, SproutSocial (not
all of these have free options, but some do)
 To do lists
* [like kanbanflow.com



YOU CAN DO IT!

* Know your reasons for
blogging

e Success is much more about
strategy than technology

- * Start simple with the tech,

voes learn and add features as

@
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 —) you can



http://korywells.com

korywells@gmail.com

http://facebook.com/KoryWells

http://facebook.com/KoryAndKelseyWells
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1 http://twitter.com /korywells
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http://linkedin.com /in /korywells
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